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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1 Enderby Associates (a landscape institute registered practice) have been instructed by 

Wiltshire Council to prepare a Landscape Management Plan (LMP) in connection with the 

new Community Campus development at Melksham House, Melksham.  

 

1.2 The practice has been involved with the development of the proposals, including the 

preparation of a Landscape and Visual Appraisal (LVA) and Soft Landscape Proposals that 

formed part of the planning application. The detailed proposals also incorporated some 

habitat enhancement measures which are also referred, in management terms and where 

appropriate, within this Management Plan. 

 

1.3 Subsequently, the practice prepared a detailed Soft Landscape Specification for the works 

covering ground preparation works and subsequent planting, seeding/turfing works and 

forms the basis of the landscape works. The specification also provides details of the 

maintenance requirements during the initial 12 month maintenance/establishment period 

until the soft works are handed over to the Council for future maintenance and management 

on the basis of this Management Plan.  

 

1.4 Subsequent to planning consent, the practice was appointed in October 2020 to act as the 

Council’s Landscape Technical Adviser in relation to the development of the design of soft 

landscape scheme by the contractor (Pellikaan) and the implementation of the scheme as 

part of the building contract. Implementation is to be carried out in accordance with the 

requirements of the aforementioned Landscape Specification. 

 

The approved development proposals 

 
1.5 The development comprises the construction of a new Community Campus and related works 

on a site adjoining Melksham House. The proposals received planning consent (application 

ref. 19/03329/DP3) in November 2019, with variations agreed subsequently in February 

2022 (ref. PL/2021/10087). The latter was subject to various conditions; this includes a pre-

commencement condition relating to the submission and approval of a Landscape 

Management Plan (condition 18) which states: 

 
‘The development hereby approved shall not be first brought into use until a landscape 

management plan, including long-term design objectives, management responsibilities and 

maintenance schedules for all landscape areas (other than small, privately owned, domestic 

gardens) has been submitted to and approved in writing by the Local Planning Authority. 

The landscape management plan shall be carried out as approved in accordance with the 

approved details. 
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REASON: The application contained insufficient information to enable this matter to be 

considered prior to granting planning permission and] the matter is required to be agreed 

with the Local Planning Authority before development commences in order that the 

development is undertaken in an acceptable manner, to ensure the proper management of 

the landscaped areas in the interests of visual amenity.’ 

 

1.6 Following planning consent, the building contractor was appointed and developed the design. 

This included the development of the soft landscape scheme proposals by East Midlands 

Landscaping (EML). The following plans were approved and form the basis of the approved 

scheme: 

− 002-61505-RLL-XX-01-DR-A-L(9)010, Rev AA, Proposed Site Plan 

− EML PEL 1099 01, Rev C4, Landscaping Plan 

− EML PEL 1099 02 - Rev C1, Raised Bund Landscaping Plan 

− EML PEL 1099 03, Rev F, Tree Pit 1 of 2 

− EML PEL 1099 04 - Rev C, Tree Pit and Fencing Details Sheet 2 of 2. 

 

1.7 Reduced scale copies are included in Annex A. It should be noted that there have been some 

subsequent minor alterations made during the construction period, and these will be 

submitted as part of non-material amendments towards the end of the project.  

 

1.8 At the time of writing the works are being implemented in accordance with these proposals, 

with completion due in summer 2022 (exact date to be confirmed).  

 

1.9 This Management Plan provides the information required to discharge the requirements of 

condition 18.   
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2.0 LANDSCAPE PROPOSALS 

 

Landscape strategy and objectives of the landscape scheme 

 

2.1 The landscape strategy that was developed for the site, as set out in the LVA, comprised 

the following principal elements: 

 
• A row of closely spaced trees, with an upright form, along the southern elevation of 

the new building to break up the southern building elevation in rear views from the 

properties at Cedar Gardens (the residents requested that trees were not planted along 

their boundary) and the existing open space beyond the site boundary to the south 

east. 

• Creation of a habitat area around the southern swale. 

• Reinforcement of existing vegetation along the southern site boundary with the 

adjoining open space to enhance screening of the service yard. 

• Partial replacement of the defunct hedgerow at the western end of the site (adjoining 

the western elevation of the new building) with a native hedgerow. 

• Provision of a line of native trees on the west side of the public footpath (MELK20), 

west of the new building, to assimilate the new building and contribute to the policy 

ambition to provide tree planting along the southern and eastern sides of the existing 

playing field. 

• Retention of the pond. There is scope for its renovation as part of any future proposals 

for Melksham House. It does not form part of the site. 

• Medium level shrub planting on the south western side of the pond, opposite the new 

library windows, to enhance screening and limit the influence of lighting on the darker 

western end of the pond. 

• Fencing and new planting at the western end of the pond to exclude public access and 

enhance the more natural character and habitat at this end of the pond. 

• Creation of a paved viewing area with seating on the south east edge of the pond, 

linked to the main building entrance. 

• A line of trees within hard landscape opposite the north east side of the new building 

with trees along the approach road to assist with defining the entrance to the building, 

extending the parkland character from the existing parkland to the north east, 

complemented by the retention of the two mature Black pines (tree numbers T37 and 

T38) on the northern edge of the eastern car park. The ‘island’ would contain a grass 

depression as part of the surface water drainage strategy (subsequent changes to the 

drainage strategy meant that the depression is no longer required). 

• Replacement of trees removed from within the parkland that are either diseased or 

need to be removed to accommodate the alterations to the access through the site 

from Market Place. 
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• Planting to enhance screening of the northern car park in views from the western end 

of Place Road. 

 

2.2 In addition, the proposals included proposals for the creation of a viewing mound along the 

southern side of the cricket ground west of the site. 

 

2.3 This strategy formed the basis of the submitted Soft Landscape Proposals, which has been 

carried forward and developed in design by the appointed contractor. 

 

2.4 The developed proposals also include ecological mitigation/enhancement measures, such 

as the use of native tree and shrub species and the incorporation of areas of 

wildflower/species-rich grassland. 

 

Implementation 

 
2.5 At the time of writing, construction is well advanced with completion and handover of the 

building and related works due in summer 2022. Planting has taken place during March 

and April 2022. 
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3.0 MAINTENANCE AND MANAGEMENT  

 

3.1 As previously noted, the building contractor will remain responsible for the care and 

maintenance of the soft landscape scheme during the 12 months defects liability period from 

the date of handover. The requirements for the works during this period were set out in the 

detailed Soft Landscape Specification (specifically clauses 713 to 736 of Section Q30 and 

clauses 710 to 802 of Section Q31) that formed part of the contract. The contractor is 

responsible for the replacement of any failed planting during this period. 

 

3.2 The following summarises the landscape maintenance and management requirements 

following handover of the soft landscape areas to the Council at the end of the 12 months 

defects period. It covers a period of 5 years from handover. 

 

3.3 For practical purposes, landscape areas that fall within the application site boundary, but 

which have either not been subject to alterations, or which only contain limited works, are 

to be included as part of the maintenance and operations for the site. Specifically, these 

areas are: 

 

• The area of undisturbed grassland on the former rugby pitch west of the new building 

(south of the raised bund). These are shown hatched on EML dwg. no. EML PEL 1099 01 

Rev. C4. 

• Areas of undisturbed grassland within the parkland area that extends either side of the 

access road from Market Place, including grass areas adjoining Melksham House 

extending northwards (between the access road to the northern car park and the bowling 

green).   

 
3.4 Management operations over this period will focus upon ensuring that planting becomes fully 

established. The need for any modifications will need to be kept under periodic review and 

adjustments made accordingly, with any changes being reported as part of the monitoring 

regime (as described in section 4).  

 

3.5 Any trees and shrubs that are removed, become diseased or fail within the Management 

Plan period shall be replaced in the next appropriate planting season with the same species 

and similar size as adjacent plants, unless otherwise agreed with the planning authority. 

 

3.6 All pruning and other debris created by the management works shall be removed from site 

and disposed of according to the council’s waste policies/requirements. 

 
3.7 Watering will be required periodically to trees, shrubs and hedges during the growing season 

(depending upon prevailing weather conditions) to ensure they establish successfully and 

flourish within the first 5 years. Watering shall ensure that the full depth of topsoil in planting 

areas is thoroughly saturated, with trees being watered thoroughly, via the inlets on the 
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installed RootRain watering pipes, until the rooting zone is fully wetted. In periods of drought 

planting shall be watered at least once per week. The maintenance contractor will be 

responsible for assessing the watering requirements on a weekly basis (subject to prevailing 

weather conditions) during the growing season and acting accordingly. 

 

3.8 The following provides a summary of the management of the various landscape areas within 

the site. Further details of the timing of principal operations are set out in Table 1 below. 

 

Parkland 

 

3.9 The parkland area that flanks the access road into the site from Market Place accommodates 

minor changes to the alignment of the access road and the introduction of footpaths. The 

only landscape works undertaken in the area comprises making good the edges of these 

elements with soiling and the laying of turf and the inclusion of some tree planting. These 

areas shall be maintained until fully established and handover, following which the areas 

shall be incorporated into the maintenance of the parkland. The new trees shall be monitored 

and watered as required until fully established. Any failures shall be replaced as originally 

specified.  

 

3.10 The small area of shrub planting adjoining the sub-station shall be kept weed free with any 

plants that fail being replaced by the same species. Shrubs that impede the adjoining 

footpath shall require occasional pruning. 

 

Northern car park 

 

3.11 All planting between the car park and Place Road shall be maintained in a weed-free condition 

with taller species encouraged to develop into a screen.  

 

3.12 The three trees shall be monitored and watered as required until fully established.  

 

3.13 Groundcover planting adjoining the car park will require occasional pruning to avoid 

infringing the parking areas. As these areas develop, they may be trimmed to form a more 

formal ‘boxed’ shape. 

 

Soft landscape areas adjoining car parks 

 

3.14 Planting around the periphery of the two car parks shall be maintained to encourage dense, 

weed-excluding cover. Any pruning shall be undertaken to reflect the nature and form of the 

species; clipping with hedge-cutters to uniform shapes shall be avoided. Planting adjoining 

roadways and paths will require occasional pruning to avoid infringing the adjoining areas. 
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The edges between planting areas and grass area shall be defined by a clean, trimmed grass 

edge to a consistent flowing alignment. 

 

3.15 Grass areas shall be mown regularly with a mulching mower. If grass is too long for mulched 

arisings to be incorporated into the sward, the arisings shall be removed (‘boxed off’).  

 

3.16 Once native planting on the southern boundary has established (after circa 3 years) planting 

tubes/guards shall be removed. 

 

3.17 The existing tall laurel hedge along the northern side of the northern car park shall be pruned 

as required to prevent encroachment over the edge of the car park. The new section of laurel 

hedge beyond the north west edge of the northern car park shall be allowed to develop into 

an informal screen, pruned as necessary to retain an informal shape. 

 

3.18 All new trees shall be monitored and watered as required until fully established. Strimmer 

guards shall be replaced if damaged or have become too small. 

 

Trees in cellular tree pits/building entrance area 

 

3.19 The five trees within the cellular tree pits shall be monitored and watered as required until 

trees are fully established. Aeration grilles shall be inspected regularly and cleaned of any 

debris. Any litter/debris should be removed from within the tree grille and guards, and the 

seating area around the tree near the existing pond. Guards shall be maintained in 

perpendicular position. 

 

3.20 If salt is to be spread on adjoining surfaces it is important that this is kept away from the 

tree grilles to avoid contamination.  

 

3.21 Planting in the linear bed adjoining the north elevation of the building shall be maintained to 

a regular shape, with the height not to exceed 1.3m.  

 

Infiltration pond 

 

3.22 The wildflower grassland area (EM4 and EM8 seed mixes) within/adjoining the pond shall be 

cut annually in late August/early September with arisings raked off and removed 7 days 

after cutting (to allow seed to fall). Mow again in late autumn/winter or early spring if 

required. Care shall be taken to avoid cutting down the areas of marginal planting. Any 

pernicious weeds (such as docks) shall be spot treated with appropriate non-residual 

herbicide to avoid infestation. 
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3.23 The line of new trees shall be monitored and watered as required until fully established. 

Strimmer guards shall be replaced if damaged or have become too small. 

 

3.24 The hawthorn hedge along the northern side of the pond shall be trimmed as necessary as 

it establishes to form a dense hedge of even proportions. It shall not exceed 1.3m high after 

cutting and not impinge on the adjoining path. Arisings shall be removed. 

 

West elevation of building  

 

3.25 Grass areas between the building and the public footpath shall be mown regularly with a 

mulching mower. If grass is too long for mulched arisings to be incorporated into the sward, 

the arisings shall be removed (‘boxed off’).  

 

3.26 The hedges shall be maintained as 3.23 above. Any protective fencing within the hedge shall 

be removed once the hedges are fully established and have formed a barrier. 

 

3.27 The new trees west of the building shall be monitored and watered as required until fully 

established. Strimmer guards shall be replaced if damaged or have become too small. 

 

Former rugby pitch/grass mound 

 

3.28 The grass area west of the building and public footpath (the former rugby pitch) shall be 

maintained by regular mowing as an area of amenity grassland. This includes areas that 

were disturbed during the works and made good and seeded (A9 mix), and those areas that 

remained undisturbed (shown hatched on Landscaping Plan).  

 

3.29 The new mound shall also be maintained by regular mowing.  

 

3.30 Arisings will not need to be removed from these areas. 

 

Landscape areas adjoining existing pond (within site boundary only) 

 

3.31 The new hedge along the southern and western sides of the pond shall be maintained as 

3.23 above. Once the hedges are fully established any protective fencing within the hedge 

shall be removed. 

 

3.32 Shrub planting along the southern side of the pond shall be maintained to encourage dense, 

weed-excluding cover. Any pruning shall be undertaken to reflect the nature and form of the 

species; clipping with hedge-cutters to uniform shapes shall be avoided. The edge between 

planting area and grass shall be defined by a clean, trimmed grass edge to a consistent 

flowing alignment. 
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3.33 The grassland area (EM10F mix) between the new hedge and existing pond shall not be cut 

and allowed to develop as tussocky grassland. Any pernicious weeds (such as docks) shall 

be spot treated with appropriate non-residual herbicide to avoid infestation. 

 

3.34 The new trees shall be monitored and watered as required until fully established. Strimmer 

guards shall be replaced if damaged or have become too small. 
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TABLE 1 – MAINTENANCE/MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS FOR LANDSCAPE AREAS – YEARS 1-5 

 

Operations (each year unless otherwise 

indicated in Notes) 

Months Notes 

 J F M A M J J A S O N D  

Planting areas              

Maintain shrub and groundcover areas within 

development free of weeds  
   ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ □    

 

 

Herbicide/spot treatment to planting stations 

(800mm diameter) in matrix planting areas and 

along native hedge lines  

   ■   ■      

Years 1-2; review need 

subsequently  

Herbicide/spot treatment/removal of pernicious 

weeds (e.g. ragwort; creeping thistle; etc.)      ■  ■     

Each year. Increase no. of 

operations to control 

infestations as required 

Re-firm plants 

 ■       ■    

Twice yearly until plants 

well established and 

soundly rooted 

Watering shrubs and hedges 

   □ □ ■ ■ ■     

As required in years 1-5  

(depending upon prevailing 

weather conditions) until 

plants are fully established 

Watering trees 

   □ □ ■ ■ ■     

As required in years 1-5, 

(depending upon prevailing 

weather conditions) until 

trees are fully established 

Check tree guys  ■       ■    Each year until fully stable 

Check guards and shelters in matrix planting areas 

and native hedges; re-firm/re-stake as required 
 ■       ■    

Each year until removed 
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Operations (each year unless otherwise 

indicated in Notes) 

Months Notes 

 J F M A M J J A S O N D  

Apply fertiliser top dressing to plants   ■          Years 1-2* 

Remove guards and shelters    ■         Year 3 or 4* 

Replace failed plants ■ ■          ■ Each year up to year 5  

Trim hedges  

■ ■     ■      

Trim hedges to even height 

(according to objectives and 

location). Cut native hedges 

in February; single 

species/foliage hedges in 

July (or August).  Check for 

nesting birds prior to 

trimming in bird nesting 

season (March to August 

inclusive). 

Control brambles in areas of native planting  

■ ■           

Periodically spot treat 

brambles where necessary 

to prevent them 

encroaching into new 

planting  

Grass areas              

Cut amenity grass in open grass spaces.  

 

This includes grass in the parkland area between 

Market Place access and Melksham House; verges 

leading to the northern car park; and the former 

rugby pitch and bund in the western part of the site 

(areas shown as seeded and areas hatched on EML 

Landscaping Plan). 

  □ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ □  

Cut grass regularly to 

maintain tight sward and 

tidy appearance throughout 

growing season; remove 

arisings (unless 

incorporated by mulching in 

all grass areas close to the 

new building and immediate 
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Operations (each year unless otherwise 

indicated in Notes) 

Months Notes 

 J F M A M J J A S O N D  

 approach near Melksham 

House). Arisings may 

remain in former rugby 

pitch areas. Adjust 

frequency according to 

growing season/growth rate 

of grass.  

 

Maintain grass free circles (800mm dia.) around 

base of all new trees in grass and top up mulch 
   ■     ■    

Years 1-3 

Cut down wildflower/meadow grass areas  

□ □     □ ■ □ □   

Follow seed suppliers 

recommended maintenance 

regime for establishment, 

according to mix. Once 

established meadow grass 

areas not to be cut between 

spring and late July/August. 

Cut when flowering has 

largely finished and leave 

arisings for 1 week before 

collecting and removing. 

Mow again in late 

autumn/winter or early 

spring if required.  

Fertiliser/weed treatment to amenity grass areas, if 

required (not wildflower areas) 

 
   ■     □    

Increase no. of treatments 

to control infestations/feed 

grass areas as required 
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Operations (each year unless otherwise 

indicated in Notes) 

Months Notes 

 J F M A M J J A S O N D  

General              

Litter collection 
■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ 

Collect and remove all litter 

from soft landscape areas 

Landscape contractor to submit annual monitoring 

report to Wiltshire Council (refer section 4) 
           ■ 

Annually 

 

* Timing/duration of operations will be dependent upon establishment of planting/growth rates which will be dependent on climatic conditions. To be kept under review. 

■ Denotes optimum months for operations 

□ Denotes other possible months for operations (depending upon seasonal requirements) 
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4.0 MONITORING ARRANGEMENTS 

 

4.1 The landscape maintenance/management contractor will provide the Council (or their 

appointed agent) with an annual summary (to be submitted in December) of the operations 

undertaken over the year and any specific issues that need to be addressed or additional 

operations required. 

 
4.2 The document shall also indicate if any changes to the planned management regime (as 

provided in Table 1 above) are likely to be required during the forthcoming year supported, 

if necessary, by a marked-up plan. 
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ANNEX A 

 

Copies of approved Soft Landscape drawings 

(reduced scale) 
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