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1. Why are we doing Soft Market Testing?
Soft Market Testing is a method of gathering Market Intelligence on a given subject area by engaging with the providers of the goods/services required. The purpose is to question how the existing services may be being delivered and to look for innovation and/or alternative delivery models. At the same time, the Council is looking for efficiencies and best value to contribute to provide extra-curricular activities and support for care-experienced children and young people (CYP) aged 7 and 24. 

2. Soft Market Testing Process
	The Council is undertaking a soft market testing exercise and is asking organisations to submit comments & ideas to support and shape the development of weekly group dance provision for care-experienced CYP. 

           We have included some questions at the end of this document that should be completed on the response form and returned to us by 12 noon on Thursday, 26th February 2026. The information and insight we obtain from this will then support the development of a tendering exercise later in the year.

		Neither the intentions nor the purpose of this soft market testing exercise is to confer any advantage upon its participants in any future procurement process.

This document and associated information are not a call for tenders and tender responses but may support in the development of any future tender information.

3. Background Supporting Information
The objective is to commission a dance group to offer weekly trauma-informed and relational dance sessions to care-experienced CYP. The group will be facilitated by qualified dance teachers alongside trained social workers. The social workers are there to facilitate relationship repair, ensure that the needs of the CYP are understood and met, and support a relational approach in the sessions. Inclusion will be at the heart of the sessions. 
Currently, we have around 1,000 CYP who are looked after by Nottinghamshire County Council. We want to provide a space for them to engage positively in physical activity to build connection, develop leadership skills, develop understanding and meaningful relationships with adults and peers and to be active (which we know supports mental health and wellbeing).  
Classes of up to 30 CYP would be held around the Mansfield area on a weekly basis.  
3.1 Current Challenges
Requirement for providers to arrange access to suitable venues and ensure sessions are run by qualified dance teachers alongside qualified social workers. Requirement to have an inclusive response which supports CYP who might become dysregulated and need support to repair relationships between themselves and adults or peers.  
3.2 Commissioning Intentions
To commission a dance group to offer the provision on a 2-to-3-year contract.  

Please provide a response to the following questions:

	1. 
	From the information provided, what would you say your dance group provision would look like?


	
	



	2. 
	Where do you see the main challenges in delivering the service?


	
	



	3. 
	What resources or support do you think would be required from the Council to deliver this provision?


	
	



	4. 
	What does your current dance offer look like and how might our group offer differ?


	
	



	5. 
	How have your previous roles, experience and qualifications equipped you to deliver a trauma‑informed and relational dance group for care‑experienced CYP?

	
	



	6. 
	Based on your experience of delivering similar sessions, what is the indicative annual cost of running this provision?


	
	



	7. 
	Are your fees based on per-learner, per-session/per-hour, block delivery, or another pricing model (please specify)?


	
	



	8. 
	What is included in your proposed fees (e.g. teaching, materials, assessments, learner support)?


	
	



	9. 
	Are there any additional or optional costs we should be aware of?


	
	



	10. 
	What would be your typical mobilisation timeframe from contract award to service commencement?


	
	



	11. 
	What factors could accelerate or delay mobilisation in your experience?


	
	



	12. 
	Are you currently able to deliver this type of trauma‑informed and relational dance group for care‑experienced CYP in Nottinghamshire?


	
	



	13. 
	Are you available to take part in a procurement process for this provision in the coming months?


	
	



	14. 
	Do you have any constraints or preferences regarding the timing of the tender publication or a proposed contract start date of 1st September 2026?


	
	




Responses should be sent via the portal by 12 noon on Thursday 26th February 2026.
If you don’t make the deadline, we would still be interested in your views.

4. What will we do with the Information?

All information gathered from the Soft Market Testing will be carefully considered and will inform the next steps in terms of the tender process.

Should the decision be to go out to the market to secure this, then an appropriate specification and service model that meets the Council’s needs will be designed using the preferred options from the information provided.
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