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PRE-MARKET ENGAGEMENT SESSION – 16 AND 17 YEAR OLDS ACCOMMODATION AND SUPPORT SERVICE

PURPOSE OF THE PRE-MARKET ENGAGEMENT 
Bury Council is inviting potential providers to participate in a Pre-Market Engagement (PME) session ahead of a formal procurement process for the 16 and 17 Year olds Accommodation and Support Service
The purpose of the PME session is to:
1. Share information about our forthcoming activities and expectations.

2. Gather feedback on service design, delivery models, and opportunities for innovation.

3. Ensure compliance with the Procurement Act 2023, promoting transparency and fair competition.

4. Outline the anticipated project timescales

16 AND 17 YEAR OLDS ACCOMMODATION AND SUPPORT SERVICE- AIMS AND OBJECTIVES
The service will 
· prevent youth homelessness by providing safe, stable, high-quality accommodation across the borough.
· deliver personalised, outcome-focused, co-produced support plans that build resilience, independent living skills and progression towards education and employment.
· provide a nurturing, trauma-informed environment that promotes emotional wellbeing, engagement and trust, with early identification and referral for specialist support (including CAMHS) where required.
· support safe mediation with young people and families to restore relationships and enable a safe return home where appropriate.
· promote healthy lifestyles and relationships, including access to information, safe spaces for discussion and routes into support for mental/emotional health, sexual health, substance misuse and exploitation.
· safeguard and protect young people through multi-agency working and prevention education (including exploitation, grooming, gangs, online harms, cyber bullying and radicalisation).
· reduce offending risks through prevention and diversion, offering early interventions that build purpose, belonging and pathways for positive change.
· champion equality and inclusion, celebrating diversity and ensuring young people feel empowered and heard, including co-produced learning for staff/peers.
· build community connections and positive peer networks, including co-designed recreational and social activities that promote participation, wellbeing and friendships.
· facilitate education, training, apprenticeships, volunteering and employment by reducing barriers and supporting sustained engagement towards long-term independence.
· develop practical life skills through group work and 1:1 support (e.g., budgeting, cooking, self-care, staying safe, harm reduction and employability).
· engage local partners (education, business and community) to create placements and opportunities and secure added resources, grants and donations.
· celebrate success and value lived experience, involving young people in decisions and continuous improvement, with access to advocacy to understand their rights and be heard.

WHY ATTEND THE PRE-MARKET ENGAGEMENT SESSION
Bury Council is seeking your input, ideas, and innovation to help shape and finalise the scope and specification of our requirements.
During the session, we will provide a PowerPoint presentation (which will be shared after the session) outlining an overview of the project, the scope, the conditions of participation and detailing the process and timescales.
To support your feedback the Council will be sharing the following documentation after the session:
1. Background to the project
2. Draft Specification
3. Proposed Award Criteria Questions
4. Proposed Key Performance Indicators
5. Link to the proposed contract – Mid Tier contract
This is a genuine opportunity to influence Bury Council’s requirements and ensure:
a) Service Providers can deliver the requirements without unnecessary over specification.

b) Continuous improvement and innovation are embedded throughout the contract term.

c) The approach fosters partnership and co-production working.

d) Inclusion of Bury’s Voluntary, Community, Social and Faith based Enterprises in delivering the requirements

e) Identification of additional elements or suggestions to strengthen the Council’s requirements

HOW AND WHO SHOULD ATTEND
The PME session is open to any supplier/provider with an interest
The session will be on Friday 29th May 2026 via Microsoft Teams at 11:00 – 12:15 

HOW TO TAKE PART
Please respond via The Chest by uploading and submitting the attached form before 5pm on Monday 18th May 2026
The Link to the session will be issued to the email addresses of the contacts provided on the form.
If you have any queries please direct through the Chest via the messaging function.

NEXT STEPS
Following the session, Procurement will issue the listed documentation and seek feedback and suggestions by week ending Friday 5th June 2026

DISCLAIMER
The information and documentation provided during this pre-market engagement session are for informative and discussion purposes only. They are not final, may be subject to change, and should not be relied upon for preparing any bids or making commercial decisions.
Any future procurement process will be conducted in accordance with the Procurement Act 2023, and all definitive requirements, specifications, and evaluation criteria will be set out in the tender documentation published alongside the Contract Notice on the designated procurement platform.
Participation in this engagement does not confer any advantage or guarantee of success in any subsequent procurement process.
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