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Inspection of Hackney Carriage

and Private Hire Vehicles
the requirement
Bidders are invited to quote for the contract to carry out the inspection of Hackney Carriages and Private Hire vehicles for an initial period from 1st October 2016 to 30th September 2019, with the option to extend by up to 12 months at the Council’s discretion.
Garages eligible for this contract need to be an official M.O.T. testing station complete with the facility for testing the exhaust emission of diesel engines and have the capacity to inspect in excess of 260 taxis twice a year. 
Vehicles tested must comply with the Council’s Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicle and Driver Conditions and Procedures as may be amended from time to time, in addition to all legislative requirements relating to vehicle condition. All Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles have to be inspected twice each year, subject to the conditions contained in the Conditions and Procedures referred to above.
The current version of the handbook can be found at http://www.shepway.gov.uk/licensing/taxi-licensing/taxi-licence-information. 
The inspections consist of the following:

· Standard MOT (as approved by the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency);

· Body and paintwork damage;

· Presence of a fire extinguisher;

· Presence of “No Smoking” stickers on or near the entrance doors;

· Presence of a Taxi plate;

· For hackney vehicles, presence of a taxi meter;

· For hackney vehicles, presence of a roof light.

The appointed garage will inspect hackney carriage and private hire vehicles to ensure they comply with the above. The owners of the vehicles are aware of the inspection dates for their vehicles and are required to arrange the time and date of their inspection with the garage directly. The exception to the above will be new vehicles entering the trade, or replacement vehicles for changeover. In this event of casualties, the Licensing Officer will issue the vehicle owner with written authority for the inspection of the vehicle beforehand.

The Council will supply a template for vehicle inspection sheets, an example of which is included in this Invitation to Quote. The Council’s inspection check sheets are similar to the standard M.O.T with an additional section for general comments.
When a vehicle passes inspection, the garage will complete a Certificate of Compliance for the vehicle.

The garage will send both the inspection sheets and certificates of compliance to the Council along with the details of any vehicle which has failed to pass inspection.

Vehicles failing their inspection MUST have their plates removed and held by the garage until a pass certificate is obtained.
The council will pay the cost of each initial inspection, but retests for failed vehicles are to be paid by the vehicle owner.

