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	Contract Title
	Emergency Care and Support Placements for Children & Young People with complex needs   

	Directorate
	Together for Families 

	Service Area
	Children and Families 


	Introduction

	Cornwall Council are looking for care and placement providers who can meet the needs of a small number of Cornish children. We have some very complex children and young people and would like to develop a framework of specialist providers from the South West who will be able to meet this need.

Cornwall Council wants to work together with independent agencies to provide the best available support placements (which might include accommodation) for a number of children and young people with multiple and complex needs. We currently find it difficult to place a small but significant number of vulnerable children who are in need of close integrated multi-professional working in Cornwall and this has meant that they have been placed long distances away from their home.
The Children we wish to place tend to have complex needs including learning disabilities and mental health needs. We are looking for experienced providers, since many of our young people requiring residential care have established behaviours that can be challenging. 
We have approximately 8-10 young people per year that require specialist placements.  We are therefore looking for a range of providers to help us fulfil this requirement.
It is intended that the responses supplied will enable the Council to develop a business proposal. Any such proposal would be subject to the development and approval of a business case, and, as such, this exercise implies no commercial commitment. This is not a formal tender document.

Participation of this soft market assessment will not prejudice suppliers participating in any future procurement.

If you are interested in this area of service provision and also helping with our assessment of the market, please complete the “Information Required” section at the end of this notice along with any additional information you consider to be relevant and return this via the Due North system by 12pm on 15th July 2021. 


	Proposed Service:

	Cornwall Council have statutory responsibilities to provide children in care with somewhere appropriate to live, whether this is on a voluntary basis or by Court Order as per Children Act 1989. 

This includes ensuring efficiencies to meet the individual needs of children with a range of care and placement support. 

Cornwall Council want to work together with independent providers in the South West who understand the origins of challenging behaviour in childhood trauma, who help support these young people and improve outcomes.  Positive outcomes for this group are possible.  The right help at the right time can transform young people’s lives.  

The importance of children living in, or near to Cornwall is to enable coordination that is fundamental to children’s progress and outcomes. Therefore, we would like to encourage more care and placement providers from the South West so that we can place Cornish children nearby. This will improve the outcomes and where possible allow contact with their families.   

The Providers will work intensively with approximately 8-10 children/young people per year.
The contract is likely to commence 1st April 2022.


	Information Required

	General Information

a) Organisation Name:

b) Your Name and position in organisation:   

c) Background information of your organisation:

d) Organisation e-mail contact address:

e) Your telephone number:

Service Specific Questions

f) Please provide details of potential services that you could deliver in relation to the requirements detailed above.
g) From an initial assessment, if this became a formal procurement opportunity, would your organisation be interested in bidding? 

h) Please provide details of similar contracts / experience that you have delivered.
i) Please detail any issues concerns or risks that might prevent your organisation from participating in a future procurement exercise to provide these services.
j) Please provide details of any draft terms and conditions which you feel would disproportionately impact your ability to provide value for money should this become a formal procurement opportunity.



Further information

If you have any questions, please contact us through the Due North messaging system.
Please provide your response via Due North by no later than 12pm on the 15th July 2021.
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