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Michael Butcher

From: Giles Holloway <GILES.HOLLOWAY@ashford.gov.uk>

Sent: 07 December 2020 13:14

To: Michael Head

Subject: FW: General Permitted Development Order - Installation of solar equipment on 

non-domestic premises

 
 
FYI 
 
 
 

From: Alex Stafford <alex.stafford@ashford.gov.uk>  
Sent: 22 October 2020 15:36 
To: Giles Holloway <GILES.HOLLOWAY@ashford.gov.uk> 
Subject: General Permitted Development Order - Installation of solar equipment on non-domestic premises 
 

Hi Giles  
 
Following on from our discussion earlier on this week please find below the permitted 
development criteria in relation to non-domestic solar PV as set out in the General Permitted 
Development Order 2015 (as amended)  
 
As you will see you will need to have regard to the size of any PV equipment and its placement.  
 
Article 2(3) land relates to Conservation Areas and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty.  
 
If the equipment would generate over 1MW then you would need to apply to the LPA to establish 
if prior approval is required.  
 
There are separate criteria for standalone equipment but I assume we are looking at PVs on 
buildings in the first instance?  
 
 

Schedule 2, Part 14, Class J  
Installation or alteration etc. of solar equipment on non-domestic premises 
 
 
Permitted development 
 
J. The installation, alteration or replacement of— 
 
(a) microgeneration solar thermal equipment on a building; 
 
(b) microgeneration solar PV equipment on a building; or 
 
(c) other solar PV equipment on the roof of a building, other than a dwellinghouse or a block of 
flats. 
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Development not permitted 
 
J.1 Development is not permitted by Class J if— 
 
(a) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a pitched roof and 
would protrude more than 0.2 metres beyond the plane of the roof slope when measured from the 
perpendicular with the external surface of the roof slope; 
 
(b) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a flat roof, where the 
highest part of the solar PV equipment would be higher than 1 metre above the highest part of the 
roof (excluding any chimney); 
 
(c) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a roof and within 1 
metre of the external edge of that roof; 
 
(d) in the case of a building on article 2(3) land, the solar PV equipment or solar thermal 
equipment would be installed on a roof slope which fronts a highway; 
 
(e) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a site designated as 
a scheduled monument; or 
 
(f) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a listed building or on 
a building within the curtilage of a listed building. 
 
J.2 Development is not permitted by Class J(a) or (b) if— 
 
(a) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a wall and would 
protrude more than 0.2 metres beyond the plane of the wall when measured from the 
perpendicular with the external surface of the wall; 
 
(b) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment would be installed on a wall and within 1 
metre of a junction of that wall with another wall or with the roof of the building; or 
 
(c) in the case of a building on article 2(3) land, the solar PV equipment or solar thermal 
equipment would be installed on a wall which fronts a highway. 
 
J.3 Development is not permitted by Class J(c) if the capacity of the solar PV equipment installed 
(together with any solar PV equipment installed under Class J(b)) to generate electricity exceeds 1 
megawatt. 
 
Conditions 
 
J.4— (1) Class J development is permitted subject to the following conditions— 
 

(a) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment must, so far as practicable, 
be sited so as to minimise its effect on the external appearance of the building and 
the amenity of the area; and 

 
(b) the solar PV equipment or solar thermal equipment is removed as soon as 
reasonably practicable when no longer needed. 

 
 

(2) Class J(c) development is permitted subject to the condition that before beginning the 
development the developer must apply to the local planning authority for a determination as 
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to whether the prior approval of the authority will be required as to the design or external 
appearance of the development, in particular the impact of glare on occupiers of 
neighbouring land, and the following sub-paragraphs apply in relation to that application. 

 
 

(3) The application must be accompanied by— 
 

(a) a written description of the proposed development; 
 
(b) a plan indicating the site and showing the proposed development; 
 
(c) the developer’s contact address; and 
 
(d) the developer’s email address if the developer is content to receive 
communications electronically; together with any fee required to be paid. 

 
 

(4) The local planning authority may refuse an application where, in the opinion of the 
authority— 
 

(a) the proposed development does not comply with, or 
 

(b) the developer has provided insufficient information to enable the authority to 
establish whether the proposed development complies with, any conditions, 
limitations or restrictions specified in Class J applicable to the development in 
question. 
 
(5) Sub-paragraphs (6) and (8) do not apply where a local planning authority refuses 
an application under sub-paragraph (4) and for the purposes of section 78 (appeals) 
of the Act such a refusal is to be treated as a refusal of an application for approval. 
 

 
(6) The local planning authority must give notice of the proposed development— 

 
(a) by site display in at least one place on or near the land to which the application 

relates for not less than 21 days of a notice which— 
 

(i) describes the proposed development; 
(ii) provides the address of the proposed development; 
(iii) specifies the date by which representations are to be received by the local 

planning authority; or 
 

(b) by serving a notice in that form on any adjoining owner or occupier. 
 
(7) The local planning authority may require the developer to submit such information as 

the authority may reasonably require in order to determine the application. 
 

 
(8) The local planning authority must, when determining an application— 

 
(a) take into account any representations made to them as a result of any notice 

given under sub-paragraph (6); and 
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(b) have regard to the National Planning Policy Framework issued by the Ministry of 
Housing, Communities and Local Government in February 2019, so far as relevant 
to the subject matter of the prior approval, as if the application were a planning 
application. 

 
 

(9) The development must not begin before the occurrence of one of the following— 
 

(a) the receipt by the applicant from the local planning authority of a written notice of 
their determination that such prior approval is not required; 
 

(b) the receipt by the applicant from the local planning authority of a written notice 
giving their prior approval; or 
 

(c) the expiry of 56 days following the date on which the application under sub-
paragraph (3) was received by the local planning authority without the authority notifying 
the applicant as to whether prior approval is given or refused. 

 
(10) The development must be carried out— 

 
(a) where prior approval is required, in accordance with the details approved by the 

local planning authority; 
(b) where prior approval is not required, or where sub-paragraph (9)(c) applies, in 

accordance with the details provided in the application referred to in sub-paragraph (3), 
unless the local planning authority and the developer agree otherwise in writing. 

 
(11) The local planning authority may grant prior approval unconditionally or subject to 

conditions reasonably related to the subject matter of the prior approval. 
 

(12) When computing the number of days in paragraph (6)(a), any day which is a public 
holiday must be disregarded. 

 
 

I hope this helps. Any questions give me a shout.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Alex 
 
 
Alex Stafford| Senior Planning Officer 
Strategic Applications Team| Strategic Development & Delivery|  
Planning & Development Service 

01233 330248 
alex.stafford@ashford.gov.uk 
 

 
 
Visit our planning page at: 
http://www.ashford.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control  
 
Please be aware due to new government guidelines concerning COVID-19 some of our 
administrative processes within the Planning Team have now changed. This is to process items in 
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a timely manner whilst our teams work remotely. For full guidance on the changes please visit- 
www.ashford.gov.uk/coronavirus-service-disruption 
 
 
 
 
 

---------------------------- This e-mail , including any attachments, is intended for the named addressee(s) only 
and may contain marked material up to RESTRICTED and should be handled accordingly. Unless you are 
the named addressee (or authorised to receive it for the addressee) you may not read, copy or use it, or 
disclose it to anyone else. Unauthorised use, copying or disclosure is strictly prohibited and may be 
unlawful. Precautions have been taken to ensure that this is a virus free message but recipients are 
responsible for carrying out their own checks. This Council accepts no responsibility for loss or damage to 
any hardware, software or data resulting from this e-mail If you have received this transmission in error 
please contact the sender, and delete the message. Privacy Notice: Whilst fulfilling our obligations as a local 
authority, we may have interactions with you which results in us receiving and processing your personal 
data. Our privacy notice, which details how we handle and treat your personal data can be found here: 
https://www.ashford.gov.uk/transparency/data-protection/privacy ----------------------------  
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