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Introduction and Summary 

1. At the time of writing, Swindon Borough Council is in the process of reviewing its Local Plan. The review will plan for the period to 2036, and is being prepared in collaboration with Wiltshire Council who are also reviewing their Core Strategy. Swindon Borough Council and Wiltshire Council have agreed to prepare and publish a non-statutory Joint Spatial Framework for Swindon Borough and Wiltshire to inform the respective Local Plan reviews by providing a clear strategic context across the wider area.
2. The Joint Spatial Framework will set out in broad terms the amount and spatial distribution of new jobs, homes and infrastructure in the period to 2036. It will become evidence to inform each individual local plan review enabling the preparation of separate but aligned local plans. Moving forward each Local Plan review will take its lead from the broader strategy included within the Joint Spatial Framework.
3. The Local Plan Review will provide for the development needs of the Borough to 2036.  This provides the Council with an opportunity to refresh and update its supporting Local Plan evidence base.  This will include an update of the Council’s Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA), last completed in 2008, as part of the evidence base for the Local Plan 2026.   
4. Swindon Borough Council is therefore seeking to appoint suitably qualified consultants to undertake a detailed, up to date and robust Level 1 SFRA for the Swindon Borough Area.  

Context 
5. In preparing the Local Plan 2026, an SFRA was completed by Halcrow Consultants in 2008.  Since the previous SFRA was completed, there have been a number of significant changes, including the revocation of Regional Spatial Strategies, the introduction of the NPPF and the Flood and Water Management Act, and a significant update of the Environment Agency’s Flood Map and modelling data. 

6. The potential for flooding represents a constraint to development in the Borough and this risk may increase due to the impacts of climate change. As part of the Local Plan review and to evidence future planning work such as Minerals & Waste Planning and Neighbourhood Plans, Swindon Borough Council requires the Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 to be updated.
7. A Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment should identify areas at risk from all sources of flooding and drainage issues, taking account of the surface water flood risk map published by the Environment Agency and any other available evidence, such as local flood risk management strategies. It should also identify the types of measure which may be appropriate to manage them, taking account of location, site opportunities, constraints and geology.
8. The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 should be sufficiently detailed to allow application of the Sequential Test to the location of development and to identify whether development can be allocated outside high and medium flood risk areas, based on all sources of flooding, without application of the Exception Test.

9. The Council requires that the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 will be consistent with the methodology contained within the National Planning Policy Framework, Planning Practice Guide and specific flood risk guidance produced by the Environment Agency. In addition, the Council requires that the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 take account of the national Climate Change allowances produced by the Environment Agency in 2016.

10. Relevant Documents:
In the preparation of the Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment reference should be made to relevant evidence and policy documents including:
· National Planning Policy Framework

· Planning Practice Guidance

· Environment Agency flood risk advice
· Swindon Borough Local Plan 2026
· Environment Agency Climate Change allowances (2016).

· Environment Agency flood mapping.
· Swindon SFRA Level 1 – Halcrow Group (2008)
· Historic flood mapping
Project Outputs and Management 
Draft Report: 
11. Draft Reports should be submitted in electronic Word document format to Swindon Borough Council by September 2018.
Member Briefing Sessions: 
12. A member/officer briefing session may be required to brief elected members on the draft outputs and recommendations of the study. The fee proposal should include such provision.

Final Report: 
13. Final reports will be submitted in electronic format and in hard copy to the councils by December 2018.  3 hard copies of the final report will be required.

14. An electronic copy of the assessment, together with any modelling data and mapping and an executive summary report will be submitted in a format suitable for hosting on each of the local authorities respective websites. Any maps and geographic datasets should be compatible with Mapinfo, Statmap and ESRI software which will include the submission of Shape Files. 
15. The consultant’s name will appear as the authors of the report, and senior officers of the consultancy will sign the report.
16. The authority would own all intellectual property rights for all works carried out.
Project Management 
17. The successful consultants should expect to work largely under their own direction. Any assistance or information required from the Council should be specified in the submission.

18. The Council will nominate a lead officer to have overall management of the commission, supported by an internal working group (from its Forward Planning section supported by an officer from the Environment Agency). 
19. The consultant will keep the Council’s project manager informed at all stages of the study and should provide a regular flow of information on the progress of the project against the timetable, any issues or difficulties arising, and proposals for their resolution, including details of their effect on the timetable. Client queries should be acknowledged within 2 working days indicating when they will be fully answered.  
20. Appropriate contingency arrangements are to be put in place for leave and other commitments by both the Council and the consultant.

21. Communications will mainly be by email and telephone, with up to three half-day meetings at the Council offices including project inception, details to be agreed to facilitate off-peak travel.

22. The consultant should observe strict confidentiality throughout the study and refer any queries from third parties to the Council. The sharing of information from or relating to the study must be cleared and agreed with the Council in advance.
Deliverables
23. A robust and readily updateable Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 Assessment should be produced. This should bring together and map all available flood risk datasets from all Risk Management Authorities. It should consider and present the flood risk constraints on development across the Swindon Borough Council area to inform a risk based approach to the allocation of development sites. The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 produced should be consistent with Wiltshire Council’s Strategic Flood Risk Assessment.

24. As Lead Flood Authority we have the following datasets:

· Historic flood data/information 

· Asset register 

25. The EA databases include other data relating to fluvial, pluvial and ground water flooding:

· Flood Risk 2 & 3 

· Surface water (fluvial) flooding – 1 in 30 and 1 in 100 

· Ground water flooding

· Source protection zones 

· Sites used for tips/landfill/contaminated land

26. There is also the potential to access data from EA as part of a special request, if deemed necessary:

· Modelling of rivers/surface water systems in a particular area 

· Telemetry sites recording ground water, surface and river flows 

· EA structures/reservoirs 

· Sites of historic flooding 

27. Borehole information also available from British Geological Society and Water supply companies.
Scope and Objectives 
28. The level 1 SFRA should include the following: 

· Maps showing the local planning authority area, main rivers, ordinary watercourses and flood zones, including the functional floodplain if appropriate.

· Areas at risk from other sources of flooding, such as surface water, groundwater or reservoirs.

· An assessment of the implications of climate change for flood risk.
· Reference to any historic incidences of flooding and the circumstances that gave rise to them
· Locations where additional development may significantly increase flood risk elsewhere through the impact on existing sources of flooding, or by the generation of increased surface water run-off.

· Recommendations about the identification of critical drainage areas and the potential need for surface water management plans.

· Flood risk management measures, including location and standard of infrastructure and the coverage of flood warning systems.

· Take into account water flowing on to the development and how that will be dealt with in conjunction with the water it generates 

· Advice on the preparation of flood risk assessments for allocated and other development sites.

· Advice on the likely applicability of sustainable drainage systems techniques for managing surface water run-off at key development sites.

· Give guidance as above on the feasibility of drainage strategies 

29. Ultimately, the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 should be sufficient to allow the Council to:

· prepare appropriate policies for the management of flood risk;

· inform the sustainability appraisal so that flood risk is taken account of, both when considering site options and in the preparation of strategic land use policies;

· identify the level of detail required for site-specific Flood Risk Assessments;

· provide information to developers on flood risk and flood management issues for use in detailed site specific Flood Risk Assessments;

· help inform the acceptability of flood risk in relation to emergency planning capability and by considering the beneficial effects of flood risk management infrastructure in generally reducing the extent and severity of flooding.

Future Work 
30. Once this stage has been completed; dependent upon the findings, recommendations and agreement between the consultant and the Council, the Council will invite the consultant to proceed to Stage 2.  If this is the case, a project timetable for Stage 2 will be set out and agreed.   The appointed consultant will need to demonstrate their ability to undertake this further work if required.  
31. The report will become a document referred to and relied upon at examinations into the Council’s Local Plan Review. A senior named author may be called upon to support the findings of the report at these examinations.  The cost of any such representation shall be subject to separate negotiations as and when the need arises. The anticipated timetable for Local Plan production and timing for Examinations is set out below.
Timescales 

32. Set out below is the proposed timetable. This is intended as a guide and whilst the Council doesn’t intend to depart from the timetable it reserves the right to do so at any stage.  The Council intends to consult on the Local Plan Options early 2019.  
	Step
	Date

	RFQ clarification questions deadline
	1200hrs 29.06.18

	RFQ submission deadline
	1700hrs 06.07.18

	Evaluation Schedule
	09.07.18 – 13.07.18

	Presentation Date (If Required)
	11.07.18 – 13.07.18

	Preferred supplier selected
	13.07.18

	Contract starts date
	20.07.18
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