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Call Reference: DN281275
Met Office tendering on behalf of BEIS. 
Expressions of Interest title: The role of tropical waves on the weather of Southeast Asia 
To register your interest, see notes at the end of this page. Registering interest requires no proposal detail at this stage and carries no obligation to bid.  

Estimated value: £300k (£62.5k in FY17/18, £150k in FY18/19, £87.5k in FY19/20)
The grant is currently expected to be up to £300k for a 2 year period. 
Key Dates

	Estimated Publish of Call:

(Start of bidding period). 
	04/07/2017
A notification email will be sent to parties who have formally registered their interest by way of clicking on the ‘Register Interest’ button displayed below the opportunity on the ProContract portal

	Estimated Bidding Period:       
	6  weeks

	Estimated Award of Call:       
	29/09/2017

	Estimated Delivery Period:
	01/11/2017-31/10/2019


Background

The Met Office anticipates holding a call for research proposals in July 2017. In preparation for the call, the Met Office is inviting expressions of interest from UK researchers.
The Weather and Climate Science for Service Partnership for Southeast Asia (WCSSP Southeast Asia), supported by the UK Government’s Newton Fund, is a research programme that will support the development of capability to underpin services to provide better advice of high impact weather and climate events and, therefore, will support climate and weather resilient economic development and social welfare.

Summary of WCSSP Southeast Asia aims

This project aims to develop underpinning capability in modeling at the global, regional and local scale, and advance the understanding of high-impact weather events in order to support services to improve advice and mitigate the impacts of extreme weather and climate events.

Specific aims include; improving the understanding of the impact of large scale atmospheric processes on the weather and climate of Southeast Asia, assessment and improvement of Unified Model performance at both convective and non-convective scales, improving the understanding of the local impact of tropical weather systems and improving the interpretation of global and convective scale forecasts.

For further information please visit the programme website - 
http://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/collaboration/newton
Submissions will be sought on ‘The role of tropical waves on the weather of Southeast Asia’:

Rationale: 

Large scale tropical waves have significant influence on the modulation of convection over Southeast Asia and are often associated with the prevalence of High Impact Weather (HIW) events over Malaysia, Indonesia and the Philippines. Weather forecasters can look at equatorial wave activity to gain an overall impression of severe weather likelihood over days to weeks.
Required activity: 

The activity is intended to look at the role of tropical waves on the weather of Southeast Asia, evaluating multiple large scale wave phenomena in both observations as well as global and regional scale models. Specific examples of this may include:
· Quantifying the contributions of MJO, equatorial Rossby, Kelvin and Inertia Gravity waves to weather events over Southeast Asia with focus on Malaysia, Indonesia and Philippines using case studies and long term data sets 
· Assessment of model representation of tropical waves and investigation into the processes that influence model performance e.g. by using sensitivity studies or different model versions for comparison

· Talking with forecasters in both the UK and Southeast Asia to gather requirements for diagnostic tools for monitoring and forecasting equatorial waves
· Creating new diagnostics or tracking techniques that would be appropriate for operational implementation to assist forecasters to identify current and near-future wave activity
Anticipated outputs or results:
Outputs could include:

· New information about the role of tropical waves on the weather of Southeast Asia, as represented by models and in observations

· Evaluation of tropical waves in models
· Recommendations for model developments in both global and convection permitting (regional) models
New diagnostic and/or tracking techniques that may be applied in real time for forecasting purposes e.g. either on satellite data for monitoring, or on model data for forecasting. 
Background on the Newton Fund 
The Newton Fund builds scientific and innovation partnerships with 16 partner countries to support their economic development and social welfare, and to develop their research and innovation capacity for long-term sustainable growth. It has a total UK Government investment of £735 million up until 2021, with matched resources from the partner countries. 

The Newton Fund is managed by the UK Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), and delivered through 15 UK Delivery Partners, which include the Research Councils, the UK Academies, the British Council, Innovate UK and the Met Office. The Newton Fund is part of the UK’s official development assistance (ODA) and therefore requires that the UK funding is awarded in a manner that fits with ODA guidelines.
For further information visit the Newton Fund website (www.newtonfund.ac.uk) and follow via Twitter: @NewtonFund.
Background on the WCSSP Programme
The Met Office is administering the Newton Fund through the Weather and Climate Science for Service Partnership Programme (WCSSP Programme), comprising projects to develop partnerships harnessing UK scientific expertise to build the basis for strengthening the resilience of vulnerable communities to weather and climate variability. WCSSP Southeast Asia is a project in the WCSSP Programme.
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How to Apply:

The above Expression of Interest is advertised on the Met Office ProContract e-Tendering portal called ProContract. To access and register your interest you will need to log onto the ProContract portal via this link: tenders.metoffice.gov.uk You may need to search for the Call reference DN281275.
You will need to register your company (if you have not already done so) and register your interest against the opportunity before you are able to access the tender documents.

If you require guidance or ‘how to’ instructions – see the supplier manuals on the right hand side of the supplier home page. 
Online Discussions between Bidders and the Met Office:
There is a Discussions function on ProContract which shall be used to provide all further information regarding this opportunity including any changes to time scales, scope or clarifications. This function must be used by bidders to submit all clarification questions.
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