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The following Minimum Standard is applicable across Unitas and constitutes our standard on the 

procurement of metals fixtures and fittings. 

 
Introduction  
There is increasing international concern regarding the sourcing of particular metals some of which are used in the manufacture of 

metal fixtures and fittings such as taps and ironmongery. 
 
These are often the natural ores from which more commonly known metals are processed such as Tin, Tungsten and Tantalum.  
There can be social and environmental challenges by sourcing ore minerals for traditional metals such as Iron and Aluminium. 
 
Unitas recognises it has a responsibility to be more transparent about the sourcing of metal products. This will ensure greater 

accountability and influence procurement over a period of time. The continual improvement of ongoing monitoring and reporting of 

metal products standards will be essential. 
 
Procurement  
The company will, therefore: 
 
 Give preference to vendors demonstrating leadership in the ethical stewardship of their supply chain. This can be evidenced 

through compliance with a recognised scheme, certified by a third party e.g. BES 6001, Eco-Reinforcement and CARES.


 Recognise membership of and participation in the Initiative for Responsible Mining Assurance and other similar schemes that 

are specific to certain metals and metal products.
 
If Unitas is unable to procure metal products specified by a client, designer or architect, Unitas will advise them of the issues and 

request that the appropriate change be made to the specification. This may include proposing an alternative source, fit for purpose, 

which has the appropriate certification. 
 
Also, wherever practicable, Unitas will look to use recycled metal or metal products and work with specific trade associations such 

as the Aluminium Stewardship Council. 
 
Unitas will ensure that all their staff, designers, sub-contractors, vendors and manufacturers are made aware of this 

guidance.  

 

Further Guidance / Reference 

Purchases of metals fixtures and fittings should be made via Unitas wherever possible to ensure compliance with this Minimum 

Standard. Items not currently listed must be sourced via Unitas Procurement. 
 
Documentation  
Evidence to be specific to product type but can include reference to independent schemes such as: 
 
 BES 6001


 Eco-Reinforcement


 CARES. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   


