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Oxfordshire County Council

Joint Commissioning
DYNAMIC PURCHASING SYSTEM FOR THE PROVISION OF CARE HOME SERVICES IN OXFORDSHIRE

REFERENCE: CPU 1797
Oxfordshire County Council (OCC) invites Applicants to tender to join a type of Dynamic Purchasing System (DPS) to make care home placements in Oxfordshire for adults and older people
Altogether the Council spends about £85m a year on care home placements. The majority of this expenditure relates to care homes for older people (over £60m) with the remainder relating to care homes for people with learning disabilities (£20m) and people with physical disabilities (£4m).

The Council has been consulting with the care home sector, and its representatives, over the past few months to develop the service specification and other documentation for the DPS. In addition the Council has consulted residents living in some of the care homes in the County
From a provider point of view the benefits of being placed on the system are as follows:

· The DPS will be the first point of call for the Council in making a placement in a care home;

· The care homes will become accredited with Oxfordshire Council;

· The care homes will be placed on the Council’s eMarketplace with a logo against their name as an accredited provider;

· The Council’s eMarketplace will be marketed to self-funders, thereby encouraging self-funders to source care homes from this directory;

· The Council intends to source block contracts for care homes from the DPS;

· The Council intends to provide a placement service to self-funders in the future and will only source from Oxfordshire County Council accredited care home providers
The following types care homes will be registered on the system:

· Care homes for older people in Oxfordshire (and on the borders);

· Care homes for people with learning disabilities in Oxfordshire (and on the borders);

· Care homes for people with physical disabilities in Oxfordshire (and on the borders).

For clarity, the DPS is not a full DPS as defined under the Public Procurement Regulations 2015 but is a modified version. This is because Social Care Services are not subject to the full rigour of the procurement procedures set out in the Regulations.
A detailed ‘‘DPS – Introduction and Guidance’ document is included with the Invitation to Tender documentation on the South East Business Portal.
Process

· Applicants are asked to express interest via the South East Business Portal (the Portal). 
· Applicants then need to download the procurement documents and complete the application form and signed DPS agreement.
· Completed forms need then to be uploaded back onto the Portal for evaluation.
Successful applicants will then be registered on the Council’s eBrokerage system and then commissioned as required on a ‘call-off’ basis. The Council will also use the DPS where a block contract is required. Where a block contract is required the Council will advertise a mini-competition on the South East Business Portal (SEBP) and not through the eBrokerage system  
Time Scales
Providers are urged to submit applications as soon as possible as it is intended to commence making call offs from the eBrokerage system for some requirements needed from 7th December. There is no requirement to wait until the initial deadline.
Applications for the this initial tranche of call-offs need to uploaded onto the Portal by 3p.m. (15:00) on Wednesday 30th November at the latest
Applications uploaded after this date may not be considered for this initial tranche of call-off contracts.
Providers may continue to apply to join the DPS at any time when the Opportunity is live on the Portal and applications will be assessed by the end of the month following the month the application is made at the latest. 

Provider Event
The Council is running an event on 16th November at County Hall in Oxford for providers to see a demonstration of the e-brokerage system which is the part of the Dynamic Purchasing System used to make care home placements

There are 5 time slots available for providers to book on to and each slot is restricted to a maximum of 10.

9.30-10.30
10.30-11.30
11.30-12.30
1.30-2.30
2.30-3.30
Providers are requested to confirm their availability for each of the sessions to enable the Council to accommodate as many as possible. Availability should be emailed to the following address:

JointCommissioningProcurement@oxfordshire.gov.uk

